WAITING FOR HIS 


#£ 


R OW 


* 


* 
7 

* 

4 
Y 
. 
C 
| 
* 
* 
* 
wy 
1 | 
* 
; 
% | 
* 
* 
a 
4 


HRISTIAN SOLDIER 


9 


dl 
2 
5 
i 
— 
my 
- 
af 
ö a 
* 
8 
* 


| 


. 5 4 
* 8 5 
; 9 5 . * 
* jor : 
— g 
* 3 
ID 
* 1 
| Rs 
* — ; 
4 OE 
8 q * 
5 5 8 * 5 8 
+ a £ 
8 * 
1 
£34 
\ © £1 A 
** 4 EL 
. « # * 
; * 
"I | : 
en 
5 5 _ 7 
ö ; wy N * * A 
2 2 * 2 4 x 1 
Fe A f : ; a 
oy . * * * . ir — x : 1 5 ; : 
To wt 5 ” . : i 2 | 
* a i s 
* z „ 8 7 © by 
. : % 
0 © et 4 4 Py : 
3 * 5 pe. : * Fl * 0 + 2 
: : 8 | . ' : ! + 
g 4 ot hy 3 3 L T | 
- F * _ N 4 £ 
8d 7 1 
* 1 „ a 
: 
8 l | | 
& 5 
* 
| & a * 
f 1 
=y 
s 
4 
i 
* 
8 
1 
: * 
"I " 3 
* Pd 
: Po 4 : 
8 a : 
CS hs, OS 
2 1 F 4 : 
; 8 1 
* 
OS IS TEE) | : 
1 r 
- % hd * 7 . ** | 
4 — 4 » ; 
* ” 
P \ A < 1 : 
"WR 7 > & : 
* + x 
* » do a, 4 4 | 
e 
Cy x a, 
5 
4 ol 
1 
5 
1 3 | : 
Nn 
a » 
g Fa. 
LY 
# 
* 
* * 
f z 
. 4 
. 
* 
* 
* ; 
* % F « : 
, 2 
* 1 
. 4 
*. 1 
> 
7 
: 2 
0 , 
1 - 
* - 
. 
5 5 
: * 
” 
. 
* 
1 
" : | 
— mn ; * | 
F 
* 5 + 5 
— 1 ; 
. 
* = 
p A 
2 — 4 n - 2 — 75 1 
: LY * * = ; 
» 
* Þ * 4 8 G R f , ? 
* A of ; 8 | 
42 A W . . ' 4 8 Be 8 8 
* Wor 4 n . 4 ju ! | * 5 
e ; ; 
_— 12 — a a Ke arty e eee - ' N25 : 6 2 h | 
P ³˙ mA . 3 Gs, 15 2 | * R J ˙ — :ͥ ON PIE 
Tg " b * EN N. 8 - 1 
: ; * n 2 
2 2 
7 ” 
* * 
4 . | | 
* * 5 1 
fa 1 5 * | 1 | b | 
* * 
8 , ** 4 1 "ave * 
G 1 . 


; OccastoneD BY ThE DEATH or Tus = 


Rev. Mz. JOHN LACY, 9 


1 1 Who departed this Life, the 1gth of ArRIIL 1780, 4 
| In the EIcHTY-TIRST Year of his Age. 3 
= 8 1 | Publiſhed at Requeſt, 1 . 

By S A MU EL ROM EE 7 25 


i s . Be thou faithful unto Death; and I will give thee a Crown 3» 
12 19 > ol Life, - | 8 | : f 


24% 
$892.44 
. 


_— +» © N DB © | 


Paix TED for the Aurnox by J. Brown; and fold by J. 
Maccowax, Pater-noſter-Row ; G. Kz1rtn, Grace-church 

2 | Street; W. CarzR, No. 274, oppoſite Red-Lion Street, ; 

| . Holborn; and at the Painting Orricz, Fair Street, 

5 Horſly-down, Southwark. MDS LXXxI. | 


1 3 (PRICE SIX-PENCE. 


q 
4 6 * n * 
25 5 . bf ; 
. - = = 
" 85 * 
— 
TY 
p a % 
* * * a 
\ 5 
Fl 
. r ** 
LY 5 3 ** 
* 
a * 
” 
. . 
8 
* — 
i 
* 
— 
1 3 a 
. x F = 
* $7 * T 
2, * 4a > 
. Y * : 
7 
"Mit » 
" 1 1 
* 


* 


r 


* 
* 
. 
2 
15 


7 
x 


9 


CEN 


* 
* 


— — 


1 


. 


* BE 


Dh ene 
Ws N 


4 Ear 5 


* 4 
1 


R 


2 oy 8 


„ : BY . 65 1 
* e n * 


r RU ere 


2 n 


2 S 


4 Lok an * 
e 


„„ 0 THE | 


* CHILDREN and RELATIVES, 
1 3 AND TO rue bh = | 
| CHURCH AN CONGREGATION, - 
'F Wuo aſſemble for PusLic Worsniy, 
On Portſmouth Common, 1 
FF _ *' © Taz JOY and CARE or 
1 Their late FarnhER and PasToR, 
FF - Tuz roLLO WING SERM ON 
BOY Is affectionately inſcribed bn 
| 7 By their much obli ed, 
| | And ſympathizing Friend, | 
14 * The AUTHOR, 


% 
I» * 
"0 
* 
$6 — 
as 
wy 
* 


1 5 — . 
0 
\ 
1 
* 
* 
tees 
3 Fd 
* 
0 —— 
> 
* 
8 
oY 
* 
be 7 
« 
8 
U 
* 
4 Co 
7 
* 
& 
* 
F r 
1 a” * 
* c * 
* 
; - 
ES 
* 
* * 5 
” 
. 
— 
3 
> 
v 
4 
* 
4 
* 
„ * £ 
7 
F * * 
* * * 
+ 4 
1 2 « as 
7 
, 
* 
» 
— — 
£ 
* A - 


N 


e 


e, e e et SH ob 


dog's oats eu 4 


is 
has 


— 


Sermon 


ar, 


fore, the Author 


re 


29 


ing o 
ken of Reſpect due to h 


HE Friends of the Deceaſed 
pf th 


. conſidered tie hubli 
able To 


. 


2 


Memory; and, the 


as a fu 


* 
4 


* 


complied with ther Requeſt, 


=" 
{ 


e — NT EH STE 1 


ha n 
Ft 25 7 Fa % e ** + i — A — 
r — 
© 
2 
— ef + 
. 
* « -þ 7 1 5 - 
— 45 . A M 
i 2 8 . „ 

x F 2 WN 

Fa & "en 5 * — 5 2 4 


Rte eee 


2 
8 
. 56 
E 5 


* 


0 * 4 F 1 - 4 4 
* 


The Chriſtian Soldier waiting Sc. 


- * 


Fg E Enſigns of Death, which are now before 
us, proclaim aloud the deſign of my being amongſt 
you this day. My bulinels is to improve the mourn- 
ful diſpenſation by which we are deprived of your 
worthy and much eſteemed Paſtor, Mr. Foln Lacy. 
And, having no particular direttion from the de- 
ceaſed, or ſurviving friends, I have ſelected that im- 


portant paſſage of ſacred Inſpiration, recorded in 


1 


JOB, XIV, ivy. 
All the Days of my appointed Time will 1 
Wait, tall my Change come. 


* 


A TEXT replete with ſerious and ſolemn In- 


ſtruction. It's being frequently mentioned on fu- 


neral Occaſions does not leſſen it's native ſignifi- 


cance, or perſonal importance. 


The Authenticity and Antiquity of this divine 


| Book may be proved, if from nothing elſe, ſrom its 


own contents. That it is antient, is allowed — and 
that it is a true narrative may be confirmed by the 
teſtimony of an inſpired Apoſtle, as well as by the 


F 
aſtoniſhing fubli ay of Jehovah's addreſs to his 
Servant Job; the ideas of which are exalted above 
the powers of a finite mind. Were I to judge 
for the Sceptic, the Deiſt and the Infidel, (a) I 
would lay no heavier burden on them, for the pre- 
fent, than a monthly impartial peruſal of this folemn 
part of ſacred Writ. (5) The. very firſt queſtion 
ſtrips the mighty man of all his boaſted plumes, 

3 - ang 


. (a) Your Paſtor was often called to converſe with 
fuch Characters. And, if he did not fee their Convicti- 
on, he diſcovered his own Integrity and Attachment to 
Nine Truth. "Two. lach Gentlemen, whom we ſhall 
nominate A and B, remembered by many who hve in 
Portſmouth and Londen, and were his occaſional Viſitants, 
were once converſing together on the Evidence of Chriſ- 
tianity ; when Mr. A faid to Mr. B. Well, Sir, af- 
dc ter all, may we not collect ſome preſumptive Evidence 
< in Favor of Chriſtianity from the Lives of thoſe who 
cc profeſs if? Is there nothing ſupernatural to direct and 
<< diſpoſe their Tempers and Conduct? Let us inſtance 
c in two worthy Characters, meaning Mr. Lacy and 
another Gentleman, To which Mr. B replied. *< As 
& for Mr. — he is a Lion, but he has cunning enough 
“ to conceal it, But, if there be any ſuch thing as ſu- 
% pernatural Aſſiſtance, I do not know a more likely 
de than Jon Lacy to be poſſeſſed of it; though I can- 
& not allow him to be an Evidence in this Caſe: for 
* he is ſo good by Nature that had he been born among 
* the Hottentots, he could not have been a leſs worthy 
Man than he is now.” Such ſubterfuges are ftill ſought 
by erroneous minds to hide them from the force of truth, 


(+) Contained in Chapters 38, 39, 40 and 41, 


; 


t 21 


and lays the worm in the duſt, that the Lord alone 


may be exalted. Where waſt thou when TI laid 
the foundations of the ade declare, if thou haſt 
underſtanding. ” 1 

Job's trials and diſtreſſes, boch of body and mind, 
in ſome views were truly ſingular, and may ever re- 
main ſo; yet his faith was common to the Saints in. 


every age. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the object i 
ol his hope and the ſalvation of his ſoul. Though 


he was ſurrounded with difficulties and had death i in 
his view from day to day, yet he was ſo far from de- 


ſpair that he ſays, © I know that my Redeemer 


liveth, — and though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy. 
this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, &c. (c) 
In the exerciſe of this faith he uttered the words 
firſt read. Being a Believer in the promife of ſuch 
a change i it is no wonder to find him quietly waiting 
for its approach. As this was the caſe, the paſſage 
before us contains a truth that can never change with 
time or place; for every Saint of God now, as well 
as Job then, can, at times, chearfully ſay, All the 


 « Days of my appointed Time will I wait till my 


« Change Come. * 
My general aim in lonlidering this all by 
divine aſſiſtance, will be to illuſtrate and improve it. 
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15 The Bel Mew s appointed Time: 
II. The Change which is before him. 
1II. His waiting for it's Arrival. | 


OR 
* 


Our Improvement will conſiſt of two or mob ſui- 


table Inferences from what may be laid. eg 


. Let us conſider the Believer's appointed fine. | 


The original word (4) ſignifies Warfare, but ſuch a 
warfare as is determined by a Superior. As a Ge- 
neral or Prince appoints the warfare of a Soldier; 
for the idea is military. Job's was a warfare indeed! 
He had to conflict with fore afflidtions and miſtaken 


friends, and he grievouſly experienced the buffet- 


ings of Satan and the hidings of his Father's face. 


If he was not a preacher of Righteouneſs, yet he | 
was a public Perſon ; and therefore his warfare a- 


roſe from relative as well as perſonal concerns and 


cares. On this conſideration the ſubjett i 1s not im- . 


pertinent for the preſent ſervice. 


How frequently is this military idea found i in 


Scripture! It is uſed when ſpeaking of Jeruſalem 


in the Old Teſtament; and it is applied to Chriſti- 
ans, more eſpecially to chriſtian miniſters, in the 


. 0. Believers in n general and Miniſters an 
7 particu- 


( $) This word ts 3 255 ftv in all "D — where | 


| you find, The Lord, or The God of Hoſts. . | 
) Ita. xl, 2. 2Cor. x, 4. 1 Tim. i, 18. The terms 


Paul uſes are alſo 9 on ny —_ to Wy 
* idea. 


4 
. 
£ 2 5 
3 ; 3 
. p - ö 
; — 
i 


particular are not only way-faring but/war-faring | 
men. We ſhall confine our text and ideas, at pre- 
ſent, to a faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt.” Arid. 
here two thoughts come before us — a een _ 
a Warfare appointed. 0 159 bas 
The term Warfare implies difficulty or W 
on, or both, in the diſcharge of Duty. A chriſti- 
an Miniſter is not merely to watch over his oon 
ſpirit and conduct; but alſo to wateh for the ſouls 
of his fellow- creatures. While he attends on this 
important and extenſive work, his difficulties riſe” 
from various cauſes. He has fightings without 
and fears within.“ He feels himſelf ſuſceptible of 
impreſſions from the frowns, the favors, the pleaſures 
or profits of the World ! which, if they do not divert 
him from his work, often affli& him in it. Nor is 
Satan, the conſtant Enemy of all good, ever back- 
_ ward to increaſe his Sorrows; either by amuſing his 
mind with foreign concerns, or alarming his fears 
for himſelf or for others. And, when you add to 
theſe, a body of Sin and Death he carries about with 
him from day to day — which defiles every duty, 
embitters every ſweet, and often hides the Sun of” 
Righteouſneſs from his grieving mind— you will 
ſoon perceive the propriety of the idea in our text. 
He is liable to every natural evil, with chriſtians, * 
and with the world, at large; he is expoſed to eve. 
ry perſonal temptation of every kind, beſides the 
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 ſnares/and afflictions attendant on: his Waun cha» 
| radter, from the world and the church. As he 
leads, or ſhould lead, the way; he is affected 
Vith the tempers and paſſions even of good men, 


as they are under the different bias of prejudice or 
intereſt. And alſo with the errors and weakneſſes 
of men he is called to combat; while he fills up the 

place in which he is fixed. The Goſpel is commit- ö 
ted to him; to aſſert its honors, to plead its cauſe, 


to vindicate its truth, to ſhew its practical and pure 


deſign, both in his miniſtry and in his conduct: 
not to adulterate, not to keep back any part of 
divine truth, but to commend himſelf to every 


man's conſcience in the ſight of God, is, ſome- 


times, a very difficult taſk. It can only be done, 
in ſome caſes, at the expence of the pleaſure and 
friendſhip of thoſe whom he highly eſteems. Yet, 
do it he muſt; becauſe he muſt be faithful. Friends 
are dear, but truth is dearer ſtill. Being no better 
in himſelf, having no more inherent native ſtrength. 
than another man, and having more trials than o- 
chers; his may, more emphatically than the chriſti- 
an's in common, be truly called a Warfare. Hence 
Paul ſays to his Son Timothy, * * Endure hardneſs as. 
a good Soldier of . Jeſus ( Chriſt. 10 However, being 
called by the Captain of his Salvation, he ſtands to 
his Colors, and waits to reſign them to his Captain 8 


| hand. This leads me on to obſerve. 
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It is an appointed Warfare. It is appointed by 
bim who has a right to appoint, and who vill not 
deſert his faithful Soldier. The place and time are 

ſettled by his Councels and Conduct. The chriſ- 

tian Miniſter is not a Character of chance, nor are 
his work and trials caſual. The Soldier is not to 
chuſe | | e 
His Place; but ſubmit to the will of his Prince. 
The place of abode, with the attendant Circum- 
ſtances, are determined by the Orders of the throne, 
and the chriſtian, Soldier will ſee it beſt to be 
ſubject to them. The Time is fixed as well as the 
place. He may ſtay in his lot a long while, but the 
end is as certain as the beginning. It may be long, 
it cannot be always. His Warfare ſhall have a 
Period. © His days are determined, the number 
* of his months is with the Lord, his-bounds afe 
* appointed that he cannot paſs.” Neither can the 

malice of his enemies haſten the fixed moment, 
nor the love of his friends protraR it. Every Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt 1s immortal, till his work is 1 
done. 
As there is a bound get for the liſe of men 
in general, ſo, eſpecially, for the warfare of a Mi- 
niſter of God. This might be argued from the re- 
lative Characters of God, his divine PerfeRions 
and from plain facts. Shall the Creator give life 
and not diſpoſe of its end? Shall the Savior re- 


deem 
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deem a poor Sinner and not determine when to 
call him home to glory? Shall infinite Knowledge 
err, or infinite Power be controled? © And do not 
Facts confirm the idea? Some die in the midſt of 


their uſefulneſs and days! Others live to be laid 
aſide, like broken Veſſels! Some very narrowly 
eſcape the Grave, at times, while they live, and 
others drop as ſuddenly into it! Life, in this 


view, reſembles a field of Battle. But, behold! a 


change is appointed, and is coming! Let us there- 


| fore 4, 


I. Employ ſome few thoughts on that delightful 


Period. From the ſtate of Job's mind he does 


not appear to expect any return of his former 
earthly Comforts; and therefore does not refer to 
any ſuch Change in the words before us. If you 
conſult the Context you will perceive that he meant 


either the change that is felt at death, or in the 


morning of the Reſurrettion, or both. 
Dark is a change. To him it was future, to 
us it is the ſame. And a change he rather deſi- 


red than feared. When we die we change our place 


of Abode. While here, at home in the Body,” 


we walk among the thorns and briers of the Wil- 


derneſs, the trials and ſnares of the preſent ſtate — 
Our place is a world of Viciſſitudes, we never con- 
tinue in one ſtay. But Death brings down our 

Bodies to the Duſt, and ſends our Spirits to a world 


not 


not ſubjeti to change ; no, for neither diſtreſſes nor 


fears, of a temporal or fpiritual nature, can ever 
aſſault the Inhabitants of n. While with us the 
chriſtian Soldier, or goſpel Miniſter, is called, at 
times, to accompany with ſuch as, not knowing his 
Prince, deride his employ and ſmile at his trials— 
ſneer at his joys and deſpiſe his hopes. Some are 


open and daring Rebels, others are diſguiſed and 


but pretended friends. Of theſe, in every claſs, he 
takes a final leave when he is ordered to reſign 
his Breath. And they who are, with him, enliſted 
under the ſame banner, engaged in the ſame Cauſe, 


his feltow-ſoldiers and fellow-ſufferers; even they 


are ſo imperfett in the rules of this War, and fo lits 
tle acquainted with the views of their divine Leader, 
that their moſt arduous efforts, during this Life, dif 


cover inexperience and want of fkitl, © Tis true, he 


took ſweet Counſel with them, while on earth, with 
all their ĩimperfections; but, being condufted from 
them to the Court of his Prince, he is introduced 
into a circle of exulting Conquerors for ever. With 
a change of place and company, at Death, he has 
alſo a change of EmyLoy. Fighting, watching and 
praying compoſed his Work below, in part ; but 
now he ſings the triumphs of the field, and glories 
in the Conqueſts ſovereign Grace has given him. 
* Give me the Wings of faith to riſe 
Within the Veil, and ſee 
. 9 The 
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| The Saints above, how great their Re; 
"i And bright their Glories be. 
I aſk them whence their Victory came? 
They, with united Breath, 
Aſeribe their Conqueſt to the Lamb, 
Their Triumph to his Death.” 
Thus the poet ſings, and thus we believe, of all 


the Saints of God and Miniſters of Chriſt in parti- 


cular; when called from the field of Action to the 
honors of a Triumph. They fought here, they re- 
Joice in Conqueſt there! they mourn'd and ſuffer d 
here, they ſing in joy and freedom there! they 
wept and prayed below, they praiſe for ever above! 
they wiſh'd and tried to tune their harps, while ſo- 
zourning with us, but now they wonder, love and 
praiſe, indeed And, there is a ſenſe in which 
their Enjoyments are exchang d, in meaſure, as well 
as their work, at Death. Exchang'd in meaſure, I 
aid, not in their Object or their Nature. In this 
vale of tears, at certain Seaſons, the poet's m0 
ſpake the language of their Hearts. 

«+ Cheerful I feaſt on heavenly Fruit, 

And drink the Pleaſures down, 

Pleaſures that flow hard by the Foot 
Of the eternal Throne.” 

But time, a moment, illapſed, and lo! the j joy is 
fled. How pertinent then the poet's penſive pleaſ- 
ing flrain ! 

* Long 


Long Nights and Darkneſs dwell n 
With ſcarce a twinkling Ray; bo 
But the bright World to which we go, 
| Is everlaſting Day. 
By glimmering Hopes and gloomy Fears, 
We trace the ſacred Road, (et. 1 
Thro' diſmal Deeps, and dang'rous Snares, 
We make our Way to God.” | 
And the chriſtian Soldier ſhall ſafely arrive at 
home and ſee his God—Then ſhall his Joy be full, 
and he ſhall never feel or fear a change—Then 
ſhall all his Powers be employed, in the higheſt 
and moſt refined ſoy. _ 
Then ſhall he ſee, and hear, and know, 
All he deſired or wiſh'd below ; 
And ev'ry Power find ſweet Employ, 

In that eternal World of Joy!“ 

Moreover, Death, that ruthleſs monſter, ſhall 
make a change in all his earthly Relations They 
ſhall all be diſſolved! No more ſhall the Huſband, 
Parent, Maſter, Friend and Brother, — no more 
ſhall the Miniſter or Paszox feel the emotions pe- 
culiar to each relation. The tye is broken and the 
affeCtion gone which governed here. All the natu- 
ral pleaſures of conneQion are abſorbed; all the 
cares of Diſcipline and all the ſweets of Ordinances 
are ſuperceeded — with what? The Preſence of Gon. 
While therefore we deplore the loſs of Veterans, 
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may riſe in honor or fink in diſgrace, but they know 
it not, In one word, Death, that voracious Foe, 
makes a change in the Bopy. Once, it was freſh 
and gay Once it readily obſerved the mandates of 
the mind Once, it rejoiced inthe peace or mour- 
ned in the pain of the mental feelings; but now 'tis 
gone! gone — whither? To the duſt. As Job ſays, 
Thou changeſt his countenance and ſendeſt him 


away. He ſhall return no more to his houſe, nei- 


ther ſhall his place know him any more.” His pains 
are all forgot, his weaty withered limbs lie down to 
reſt till the heavens be no more. In theſe ſeveral 
reſpe&s is Death a change; in all of them deſirable 
to Job, and to every faithful Soldier of Chriſt the 

Lord. Not that he is affraid to live, or unwilling 


to keep the field; but, when he is ordered home, 


he would rather go than ſtay. It ſeems alſo that 
Job had an eye to * future and more pleaſing 
change, I mean, 

The RESURRECTION. In this truth 0 bekieved, 
he foreſaw the Day and expected to ſhare the ho- 


nors of it. Whilſt it is humbling to a good man that 
Sin ſhould ſo far have reigned as to make his Body 


a priſoner of the Grave ; it is animating to him that 
a gracious God ſhould raiſe his hope to a glorious re · 
ſurection. This was the ultimate, if not principal, 
ea of the ſuffering Saint, in the words before us. 
66 „% Man 


+= 


| God: and the dead ſhall be raiſed: and we ſhall be 
changed.“ (e) What the body is at death we 


5 er 27 1 


% Man lieth dawn, (fays Job) and riſeth not till the 
heaven be no more, they ſhall not awake, nor be 
raiſed out of their ſleep.” Sleep is a term common 
in Scripture; expreſſive of death, and more eſpeci- 
ally the death of Saints. And, if we believe that 


Jeſus died and roſe again, even them alſo who fleep 


in Jeſus, will bring with him. For the Lord 


himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the archangel; and with the trump of 


Al know, and what it ſhall be in the reſurrettion 
eternal truth has told us. It isſown in corrupti- 
on,” (alluding to ſeed ſown in the earth) 66 it is rai- 
ſed in incorruption: it is ſown in diſhonor, it is rai- 
ſed in glory: it is ſown in weakneſs, it is raifed in 
power: it is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpi- 
ritual body.” And, as Paul alſo declares, Chriſt 


e ſhall change our vile body that it may be faſhion- 
ed like unto his glorious body. 4; (/ ) 


« * 


. 0 Compare Job, I4: 12, with 1 Th 4 the 16, and 

1 . 

(F-) A Cor. 15: 42-44. Phil, 3: 21. Ren 
O my Soul, thy body cannot be now ſo debaſed, as it ſhall 
be hereafter obe z nor ſo ingloriouſly mean, as it ſhall 
be exquiſitely beautiful ! O the roſy bluſhes of that ſacred 
morn ! morning of eternal day! Welcome beams of the 


zug of Righteouſneſs, which ſhall viſit its long benighted 


. tombs 
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My Fleſh ſhall flumber in the Ground) A 
Dill the laſt Trumpet's joyful Sound; | | 
Then burſt the Chains with feet ſurprize, —| 
And in my Savior's Image riſe.” | 1 
| Adelightfal, a glorious change indeed! And it 
is as certain as it is important. It is fo certain that 
the Soldier may antedate the Triumph and antici- 
pate the Song, with the great Apoſtle — © O death 
where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
— Thanks be to God who giveth us the Victory 
through our Lord geſus Chriſt.“ To the openings 
of this ſaered Morning were Job's eyes directed, by 
faith, amidſt the Scenes of Toit and Trouble, of 
Sorrow and Sin, with which he was furrounded. 
And, with him unite; in every age, the faithful Sol- 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt; while they fulfil their appoint- 
ed Warfare. Hence Merge each reſpeQively con- 
| | | * 
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= and call it forth to 20 with - wok the partner of 
its bliſs, into everlaſting glory ! O faireſt morning of 
the Reſurre&tion! when youth perpetual, and immortal 
vigor ſhall clothe % body all anew, and deck it with 
z thouſand recommending excellencies ! feature and fla- 
ture, the liveligſt actiuity, and matchleſs proportion, ſhall all 
confpire to perfect the beauty of this heavenly Arufure \” 
Records of the religious experiences, &c. of Mr. Thomas 
Fard. page 55. This is an excellent little Book juſt - 
publiſhed and . pe: diligent peruſal of every ſeri- 
ous Mind. 


Dold by W. Cater, 274. ontulice Red Lime Street, . | 
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ſpire to ſay, © All the days, of my eie time 


will I WAIT. till my change come.” Here then 
111. Let us pauſe ; and conſider the Believer's 
tame of mind till his Change arrive. I will wars 


for it.” Wait, and yet long for it; long for it, and 


yet wait till I enjoy it. 
Waiting is an act of the mind, in relation to a 
diſtant and future Object. An object promiſed and 


expetted, but not poſſeſſed. * For, as Paul ſays, 


„hat a man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for.” 

Here is the good Soldier filling his poſt til called 
to reſt or advancement; and his language 1s, © Be- 
hold I wait, doing my Duty and enduring the hard- 
neſs of a Soldier, without murmuring at my Trials, 
or the delay of my Call, till I exchange the Armor 
of the field for the laurels of the Triumph. This, 
this will be my joy! Though I do not expett its 
completion till my body be raiſed from the duſt. 


There is a ſenſe in which I ſhall be a Priſoner to 
the laſt Enemy, till that glorious morning come: 


and then I ſhall be more than Conqueror over all 


— and therefore I will WAI x for it.“ This wait- 


ing naturally implies, among other things, 
1. The exerciſe of faith. The man who does 


not believe in God, will not, properly ſpeaking, 


wait for him. What with darkneſs, difficulties, 

oppoſition, and the ſtill ſeeming diſtance of his de- 

fired Objee, he chriſtian Soldier would faint in the 
held 
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Rad, and fal a prey to bis es; pere it not for 
the exerciſe of faith. But faith in the perfec- 
tions, the promiſe and the love of God, forbids his 
deſpair; and therefore he continues to wait. His 
Prince has called him to the Combat — His Love 
engaged his Heart to the Work — He conſiders 
his King as his gracious Redeemer ; and is there- 
fore willing to ſpread his Name and Dominion both 
far and wide. Nor is he left without ſuitable ſup- 
port ih Promiſes of preſent help and future reward. 
The King of Kings has declared to all his Ser- 
vants while diſcharging their Duty, Lo! I am with 
you always, even to the end of the World. Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give theea 
Crown of Life.” Upheld by the faithfulneſs of the 
Promiſor, and animated by the riches of the Pro- 


miſe; now be keeps his ground—then he goes for- 


ward and fights freſh Battles; gathering Courage 
as he goes and earneſtly expedting a glorious Iſſue. 
The Perfeftions of God are all employed to do 
do him good. He is weak, his God is ſtrong. He 
enters the field, but his Captain empowers him to 
conquer. He draws the bow at a venture, and ſe- 
ſus direQs the arrow — it pierceth the hearts of the 


King's enemies and they fall before him. He ſounds 
an alarm to ſtubborn and rebellious ſinners; and his 


fellow-men ſubmit and flock to his ſtandard ; thro” 
the mighty power of the Sirit of Grece, And, if 
he 


* 


he be not ſo ſucceſsful as he could wiſh, (and I do 
not know any who is ) he remembers his Captain is 
a Sovereign and quietly ſubmits. Conſcious of his 
Integrity, and knowing that, in the haet of action, 
the wounded cannot be aſcertained, he humbly re- 
tires at command, and hopes to hear of better ſuc- 
ceſs at the general muſter. If he does not hear of 
numerous Captives now, he may in future. He is 
convinced of divine Omniſcience ; and therefore, 
though many may not openly avow their ſubjettion 
to his Prince with him, yet he is fully aſſured that, 
in the final audit of the world, all ſhall be placed to 
his account, who are to compoſe his crown of re- 
joicinge't But: |, | 

He may not be ſtationed ſo much to enliſt Re- 
cruits or conquer Rebels, as to eſtabliſh loyalty to 
their Prince and zeal for his honor and cauſe, in 
thoſe already in his intereſt, Senſible 
that each department is highly honorable, and ha- 
ving no right to chuſe; ſtimulated, by faith in all 
the fulneſs and glory of the Captain of the Lord's 
boſt, he attends his ſtation and waits for the day of 


reſt. He knows that his Redeemer being infinite 


and immutable, he has not to fear. 


Did the Chriſtian Soldier ſtand and praclaim the 


glories of his Prince, the riches of his Grace, to a 

rebellious World; to invite, to encourage their re- 

turn and ſubjeQtion to his Government? Did he 
D declare 
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teouſneſs and Holineſs, the comforts of the holy 


" Ghoſt, the ſafety of Death and the glories of the 


Reſurrettibn to thoſe who fear his Name? In a 


word, did he teſtify all the Councel of God, amidſt 


the oppoſition of foes and the weakneſs of his 
friends? Convittion of the truth, and faith in it, 
for his own Soul and the Souls of others, now keep 


him ſteady in the laſt conflict, lift up his head with 
| pleaſure and ſafety amidſt ſurrounding Trials, and 


help him to anticipate the grandeur of conformity 
and the honor of nearneſs to his King for ever. 


8 Not having followed cunningly deviſed fables,” 
he now dares to riſque his eternal all to the truth 


of what he received and delivered to his fellow men. 
Being in this frame, it is no wonder he is willing to 


wait till his warfare ſhall be cloſed, by the orders of 
his Prince. 


With faith, in waiting, you will find, 
2. The exerciſe of Patience. Nor is this ſuper- 
Is the faith, we have mentioned, the foun- 
dation, this is the ſtructure rear'd upon it. There 
can be no Patience: without faith. They are fo 
conjoined, if you deny this, you deſtroy that. 
Patience is a diſpoſition, under the influence of 
Grace, to bear afflictions and calamities with calm- 
neſs and ſubmiſſion to the will of God. Job was 
conſidered; you know, as a model of Patience, 


even by the apoltle e 3 and the chriſtian Sol- 
dier 


E 


dier alſo . to the exerciſe of Patience, while 
ne waits for the coming of his Lord. His command 
1 from his Prince is, * Be patient in Tribulation,” 
Being far from home and in an enemy's Country, 
ER | At is through much tribulation he muſt enter into 
19 the kingdom of God.” — and therefore he hag 
is need of Patience.” He may have his Patience 
t, ; called into exerciſe from various Cauſes, —perſonal 
5 and relative afflictions - the ſneers and taunts of the 
h giddy and miſerable World—the ſeeming diſtance 
d and delay of his deſired Objett—and the ſmall and 
y feu returns he thinks he has from his King by Pray- 
r. er and Supplication. But, *as a miniſter of God, 
he is to approve himſelf,” to men and his maſter, 
h din much Patience,” and to remember that it is 
—_— e thro Patience he 1s to. inherit the Promiſes.” 
o © While faith ſupports his Soul in the proſpett of the 
of WF future, patience keeps a calm within for the preſent, 
and fo he holds out to the end. But 
r- FF 3. Is not Fortitude as important as patience ? 
n- Fortitude is a firmneſs of mind which implies cou- 
re ; frage and conſtancy in the face of every trial and 
fo danger. The Lord has called his Miniſters, his 
þ | ſpiritual Soldiers, to be ſtrong and of good courage 
of F to quit themſelves like men. But it is to be ſtrong 
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-in the Lord, in the power of his might, and in che 
as f grace chat is in Chriſt Jeſus. They may, and they 
Gs 3 x wor certainly have their Fortitude tried, but the 
l 1 D 2 Lord 
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Lord upholds them. The ſins of other men, yea, 


the: fins of profeſſed chriſtians, the ſtruggles they 


haue with their own remaining corruptions, the ſue- : 
ceſs of the enemy at times, and the painful appre- 


henſions they have, at certain ſeaſons of his final 
viftory, will ſhake their confidence, and try all the 
courage they can muſter; but ſtill as Fortitude is 
alive it breathes the language of heroic. Fob, © Tho 
the Lord may permit the enemy to ſlay me, yet 


will  truft in him.“ The reaſon of fuch ſacred 
| valor is evident For God has not given them 
the ſpirit of fear, but of power, of love and a found 


mind.” The Soldier feeling his Heart animated 


by that faith, which 1s © the fubſtance of things ho- 
ped for, the evidence of things not ſeen,” and ftea- 
dily anticipating an eventual Triumph over all bis 


foes and fears, keeps the field, he ſtands to his arms, 


and is found on his watch till his warfare ends. 


When the good man fays, I will warr till my change 


come, he means to ſay, © In the ſtrength of the 


Lord, my faith ſhall not fail, my patience ſhall en- 
dure, and my fortitude ſhall never yield till I hear 
my Captain lay, Well done, good and faichful Sol- 
dier, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. _ 
But, ſome will enquire, © What does the good 


Man expett when his change ſhall come? I an- 


ſwer. He looks for an opportunity to triumph over 

the Machinations of all his foes —to have his dark- 

aels turned to light —his doubts all ſolved — his ſor- 
rows 


4 „.. — — n _ 


yo 
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rows converted into fongs— his Joys enlarged, ma- 


tured and confirmed—to ſee and enjoy his inheri- 
tance ; © the inheritarice of the Saints in light.” 
Theſe, all theſe in meaſure, are poſſeſſed at Death; 
but, in the reſurrettion morn, when his laſt change 
ſhall come, he expects a complete and conſummate 
enjoyment of all the promiſes of his glorious King, 
on which he has been living while with us, Then 
ſhall he be like and for ever with the Lord. Me- 
n I hear him ſing, as he ſojourns here, 
« This Life's a Dream, an empty Show: 
But the bright World to which I go, 
Hath Joys ſubſtantial and ſincere ; 
When ſhall I wake and find me there? 
O! glorious Hour; O] bleſt aride 
I ſhall be near, and like my God! 
And Fleſh and Sin no more control 
The facred Pleaſures of my Soul.” 


He expects chen the enjoyment of his Crown, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord. * Be thou faith- 
full unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown of 
Life.“ There is a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid up 
ni him, and he cheerfully waits for the time to wear 

And is there any poſlibility of his diſappoint- 
ment? None. For, we might mention the oath 
and-promiſe of Jehovah, as en on his ſide; 


but, let it ſuffice that the prevalent Interceſſion of 
_ Chriſt is all-ſufficient, “ Father, I will that they 


whom 


aki thou! haſt given me 10 with me where I am 1 
chat they m behold my. Gloty.- which thou haſt 


ö _ given'me.” | Moreoder, it may be ſaidd. 


Seeing the Reſurreftion is allowed to be very 
fog diſtant, and the Miniſter long laid in the. duſt; 
at reſt and happy, before it is expected; how can 
he exerciſe faith in a-future ſtate? And yet, if the 
Reſurrection be meant by Job, there muſt be faith 
exerciſed while he is waiting for it.“ — To this I 
reply. The Soul does not fleep with the Body — 
It poſſeſſes all its native intellectual Powers juſt as 
ſtrong and clear when abſent from the Body, if not 
more than when united to it. And therefore the - 
idea is not irrational. And the Graces of the holy 
Spirit may have a fler ſtronger influence on its 
various Faculties when in a ſeparate ſtate than in 
the preſent; the thought, for that reaſon, is not 
irreligious. And, conſidering the glorious Reſur- 
rection as a Covenant-Bleſling, it mult be an object 
of faith and expettation, till it be enjoyed. The 
faithful Promiſe renders it certain, but it muſt be 
future till the Promiſe be fulfilled : Therefore, 1 
ſee no abſurdity, but an abundant Propriety in the 
Belicyer's waiting, though in the preſence of God, 
for the accompliſhment of his Father's Will in the 
reunion of his Body and Mind for ever and ever. 
It is painſul to part with our friends yet, when 
we have hope in their death, it ſweetens the Cup. 
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o ſee them die with a ſmile is pleaſing amidſt the 


pain. We are called, this day to deplore the loſs 


of a great and good man, in whom were exempli- 
fied both the language and ſpirit of our text. Tho” 


he << bore the burden and heat of the day, yet he 
murmured not at his trials nor repined at the ſeem- 
ing delay, of his change ; but calmly waited the call 
of his Prince. When I called on him, ſome few days 

before his Death, I enquired of him the ftate | of bis 
mind. To which he anſwered, with much compo- 
fure ] am not diſtreſſed about my Soul for, if 
there be a heaven, I know it's mine.“ And, it ap- 
pears, this was his prevailing Temper in proſpe& ot 
the Grave. I regret chat my acquaintance with 


this faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt was ſo ſlight, 


having never been favored with an opportunity of 
ſeeing him till about three weeks before his death. 

And, therefore a Miniſter of riper Years and more 
perſonal knowledge of his abilities and worth, might 
have been better qualified, than mylelf, for the pre- 
ſent Undertaking. But univerſal report confirms that 
idea of his Character which 1 wiſh to lay before you. 
As a Man his powers were exteuſive and ſtrong. 
It i is evident they were well employed, on natural 
| 7 we a 4 and 


* The Univerſal Syſtem, &c. 8vo. x5, boards. Buck 
Land, 1779. 
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5 
and religious enquiries. In both he ſhared a de- 
gree of knowledge above many. His Memory was 


fo very retentive that he ſeldom failed to entertain 
and inſtrutt his friends with what he had read. Had 


he been favored with opportunities for improve- 
ment, equal to his Genius, in younger life, it is 


highly probable his acquiſitions had been very con- 
fiderable. However, application will do wonders, 


as ye ſaw fulfilled in him. His modeſty and candor 
mark d the largeneſs of his ſoul. A little, pedantic, 
ſelf-important Temper, generally diſcovers an emp- 
ty head and a weak mind. He knew how to diſtin- 


guiſh between mathematical and religious Evi- 


dence; and therefore he never limited his faith by 
the dictates of unaſſiſted reaſon. He thought it no 
diſhonor for his faith to receive what his reaſon 
could not comprehend. And, ſeeing Philoſophy 
is allowed to have its arcana, without the charge of 
abſurdity; 


« The univerſal Syſtem ſeems to be written by a tene 
ſible man; & and to contain a ſketch of an ingenious the- 
ory, calculated to remove ſome difficulties in the ſyſtem 
of the Univerſe, as explained both by Carteſian and New- 
tonian Philoſophers ; and though the Author's reaſons may 
not be conſidered as demen/trations, yet the probability and 
ingenuity of ſome of his conjectures render this brief 
ſyſtem worthy the attention of Aſtronomers,” “. 


Monthly Review for Auguſt, 1770. 


& The Preface is ſigned John Lacy, 


abſurdity, be 3 he hes Oradles, in vari- 
ous divine inexplicable Truths, and ſmiled at the 
charge when applied to religion. For, he always 
took it for granted, the glories of the WORKER 
maſt give birth to the myſteries of the Work. And 
who cannot feel the force of an argument from the 
leſs to the greater? But his ſuperior Excellence lay 
inheny V e 

A real Chriſtian. He was bleſſed with pious pa- 
W had an early acquaintance with the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt—and was ſoon convinced of the need 
and worth of a Savior from the wrath to come. He 
fled to him and relied upon him for Pardon, Right- 
eouſneſs and Peace with God, to his laſt breath. 
Nor did he truſt in vain. ' And when he, was pub» 
lickly baptized and joined himſelf to this Church, 
it was under. the influence of perſonal Perſuaſion 
that it was according to the will of the Lord. It 
would be well if we all had Love enough to Chriſt 
to avow our Conviction in this delightful reaſona- 
ble Service. Not long after he became a Member, 
the Church, obſerving his Talents for. public Uſe- 
fulneſs, requeſted a trial of his Gifts. To which he 
conſented. And, on approbation, they ſent bim 
forth to the work of 4 

The Min: iftry. This was on March 7th, 1792, 
The Church, at this time, being without a Paſtor, 
gave him a Call to that Office, in the enſuing Year.. 
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for them of full age. In one word, © he ſhunned. 


21 


He accepted the Call, and took the care of the | | 


Church, on July 24th, 1733- That he has gone ; 
in and out before you, and © made full proof of 
his Miniſtry,” the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of this 


Church and Congregation, to ſay no more, is a | 
pleaſing and ſufficient Evidence. You are witneſ- © 
ſes how he wept over a revolting World! how his 


heart bled for poor Sinners! how his bowels vearn- 
ed towards backſliding Profeſſors! and how he 
« travailed in birth again till Chriſt was formed in 
them.” You remember how he divided the word 
of truth, that each might have his portion in due 
fealon. He had milk for babes and ſtrong meat 


not to declare to you all the Council of God, and 
ſo became free from the blood of all who heard 
him.” And though he had trials in the courſe of 
near forty-eight years paſtoral Charge, yet he had 
pleaſures too; but now we are perſuaded, he reſts 
from his labors and is for ever with the Lord—en- 
joying that glorious inheritance, and waiting for that 
final Change, to which he has often directed your | 
eyes, and often lent you his hand to lead you with {| 
him. It ſeems he experienced an equanimity of | 
natural Temper not always, nor often, found. {| 
Somewhat ſimilar was his general ſtate of mind in 
Religion Not partaking ſo much of the rapturous 
and extatic, as of the humble and ſteady reliance 

on 
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ä on the power and promiſe of God in Chriſt ; with 


a joyful ſubmiſſion to the will of his heavenly-fa- 
ther. Hence he calmly opened his boſom to the 
dart of the King of Terrors, and ſmiled in triumph 
while he fell. -þ 5 

And, now, what ſhall I ſay to the ſurviving 
mourning CuHILDAEN of my deceaſed honored Bro- 
ther? Methinks I hear you ſay, Let us go and 
die with him.” Your father, your affeQionate faith- 
ful father is gone! You will liſten to bis inſtruQtive 
Tongue no more for ever. Natural filial affection 
muſt bewail ſuch a loſs !—But there are various ar- 
guments to conciliate your Minds to the mournful 
Diſpenſation. It was your fingular mercy to enjoy 
his Company fo long -an inſtance of ten thouſand! 
Lou were not left to the wide World, in your in- 
fant Days, as many are; for God was mindful of 
you. Not only ſo; but divine Grace has made 
you fellow-heirs of the ſame glory with him. The 
Lord honoured him aid you with his being a ſpi- 
ritual Father to you as well as a natural one. A 


ſpecial happineſs indeed! You part now, for a 


moment, but you rejoice in the proſpect of meet- 
ing in the day of Chriſt; when neither death nor 


diſtance ſhall pain your Minds again. Suffer me 
to exhort you, my dear friends—* Follow him 


even as he followed Chriſt.” Love, like the Chil- 


dren of ſuch a Father —Love, like the Children of 
| E# God 


anc 


7 > 2 P vt 8 
J ad * © d 
D Wa * 1 N ” 
BIA Hao ro roam on, Gt A OR gr bb 
12 N. 4 2 » 7 L P b ; » 
er * 3 3 1 F 2 
5 2 l . 2 5 
— E = * ee = 


2 2 * 8. 
r e — _ 4 — 
wewas ed — 
— "a 


— * — — 2 — 


j * — — 3 ＋ 
Jo 
— —— ADS * — — . —— — — 6 +> 4286) 
* — ——— — — ͤ— —— - — E as ww x6AD 3 ——— Kt ves: 
: - * „ 1 eg 4 1 — 1 ITY —— v ds xs = 
w/tz 43.4 99 + Nr ng c . S 52 D Z 2 
Ty ho =, — — 8 — 7 2 FE : ——— 
- T4 — 2 3 We. S — b gy os 
— 8 V7 N 2 2 I 1 —— ys 
— fy jos 3 NY —. 722 
- 2 


1 r 


— — 


r * ay 
7 __ 1 1 pf þ 2, 12 * tb > Ny s 8 > 
nm Ar SE FP EAT io oo en, ES 
Sr ENTS . — — Re - _ 0 
. r ! — — K 
* * = _ —— * yy 7 
- - . — 3 . 5 * 2 - 
— 3 ——— At & 92 — 4 P 
— MAD ne ep — ——— .. 22322. 
CY 


Py : \ 1 
: 


| 2 TS] 
OS. p 
| 3 2 & 


Bald the God of Love wy Peace ſhall be with 


you. And 


To the other Relatives I would 15ut obſerve— 


Though you have loſt your earthly friend, he is 
gone but alittle before you—and though he is dead, 


Jeſus lives for ever; and becauſe he lives, I truſt, 


you ſhall live alſo. May you all be' followers' of 
your dear Relation and Miniſter, who, through faith 
and patience waited long, and now is called, to in- 
herit the Promiſe. How ſhall I addreſs 

This Church and Congregation ? I feel for you 


my dear friends and mourn your great loſs. For 


though your Paſtor was old and full of days, yet you 
cannot be inſenſible of, your loſs, His being ſpa- 


red with you ſo long affords you a pleaſing reflec- 
tion that you did not fin him away. There is ſuch 
a thing as provoking God to take our Miniſter 


from us. That was not your caſe ; be not unmind- 


ſul of this ſingular privilege. And, remember how- 


ever great your breach, it not irreparable! Your 


ſtate, at preſent, is not ſo Fore as many ; having 
two valuable Brethren, of your own, to ſpeak to 
you in the name Fu the Lord. F riendſhip to your 

Perſons 


+ It is worthy of your remark, that ever ſince the 


Call of your late Paſtor to the work of the Miniſtry, 


(in March 1732.) the Lord has always favored you with. 


one or more of your Brethren, at a time, to aſſiſt him 
in diſpenſing the word among you, 
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Perſons' and concern for your Welfare conſtrain 
me to entreat you to hold together both in public 
and private—pray together love one another 
truſt the chief ſhepherd and he will give you a Paſ- 
tor after his own Heart, who ſhall feed you' with 
knowledge and underſtanding. Look to the foun- 
tain of Wiſdom to direct your Choice before you 
make one. Then, receiving your Paſtor as an 
anſwer to Prayer, his Labors will be the ſweeter to 
your Souls, and you will hold him in the greater 
eſteem. - What is given us without prayer we {eE 
dom improve to the glory of God. May the great 
| head of the Church provide you an Eliſha, with 
Elijah's double portion on his perſon, on his labors, 
and, through him, on all your Souls—that Miniſter 
and People together may war a good warfare, and 
at laſt obtain eternal Life with exceeding Glory. 
My Brethren, in the Miniſtry — Permit me-to drop 
a word to you. We have but uſt buckled 6irour 
barneſs—the oldeſt of us is but a ſtripling compared 
with our late aged Father. Many, yea moſt of our 
duties and difficulties, as Soldiers of Chriſt, may 
yet be future. But let us not forget, we ſerve a 


mighty and merciful King. Is he faithful to us? 


Let us be faithful to him; and let us be cheerfully 
| ſubjeQ to his Authority. * has a right to govern, 


and it is but reaſonable for us to obey. Let his- 


Will be our Rule and his Commiſſion our War⸗ 
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rant for 11 we ſay and do; that we may be able; 
at laſt, to ſay, Lord we have done as thou haſt. 
commanded.” And being called to trials while in 
the diſcharge of Duty, let us remember the lan- 

guage of Job; and may the ſame Temper be in 
us which breathed in him—* All the days of my 

i appointed time will I wait *till my Change come.” 

| To conclude; 

1 I. The greateſt Saint on earth muſt dle 8 

. of Sin. Not only great but youg men die. There 

is nodiſcharge in that war.” Princes and Peaſants, 

Miniſters and People are wholly on a level here. 
Though a Believer be an heir of glory and though 

a Miniſter be ever ſo uſeful and his Life deſirable; 
yet Sin has ſo prevailed that the Grave is, not for 
him only, but © the houſe appointed for all living.” 

The Scriptures declare that, though the Spirit be 

life becauſe of Righteouſneſs, yet that the Body is 
dead becauſe of Sin; and fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God. This, among other 
things, is a ſtanding proof of man's apoſtacy from 
God. And though the Savior died and roſe again 
to obtain, for his people, a right and meetneſs to 

| behold and enjoy the Lord for ever in glory; yet 

| he did not obtain their exemption from natural 

1 death. But, | 

2. Though Sin has introduced Death, and con- 

1 tinues * Conqueſts among the people of God, as 
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well as in the world at large; yet, bleſſed be God, 
Grace enſures our hope and diredts our Eye to 
the morning of the Reſurrection of the juſt. And 
tis as certain as tis delightful! What a fine thought 
is the Reſurrection to conciliate our minds to the 
Grave! Are our Eyes, our Limbs, the Body, com- 
manded to the duſt? ** Let them go,” ſays the Be- 
liever, © I ſhall have them again, I ſhall have them 


refined to-morrow '—Are our friends called to the 


Grave? © Let them go,” he cries, © I ſhall enjoy 
them again hereafter in higher refinement and 


ſweeter friendſhip — Better fit for converſe, and 


more nobly ſuited for the enjoyments of yonder 
World! Yea he adds—* Am I called to trials and 
afflictions — Let them come They muſt end 
with Death — They muſt ſoon be over and when 
I awake I ſhall be free from all My Ordinances 
will be ſupplied with their Object, my Streams end 


in the Ocean, my Faith will be ſwallowed up in Vi- 


ſion, and my Hope in endleſs Enjoyment.” I ſhall 
ſhut up all by obſerving, 

3. The difference there is between Saints and 
Sinners at Death and in the ReſurreQion. They 
he mingled together here in almoſt every natural 
and civil Relation. Wheat and Tares grow toge- 
ther till the Harveſt. | 


© But the wide Diff renee Ha remains 
Is endleſs Joy, or endleſs Pains.” 
« „„ Ag 
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As Death leaves, ſo the ReſurreQion will find us. 
There is no change of ſtate or relation in the Grave. 
Some ſhall awake to everlaſting Life, and ſome 
to ſhame and everlaſting contempt,” For, on hear- 
ing the Voice of the Judge “ all ſhall come forth 
of their Graves, they that have done good, unto 
the reſurrection of Life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the reſurreftion of Damnation.“ 

It pains me to ſuppoſe that any perſon preſent - 
ſat under the Miniſtry of our late venerable and 
faithful Brother in vain.—And, yet, tis a poſlible 
Caſe. What! muſt he find himſelf in that day, a 
Witneſs againſt any of you? God forbid! Were 
his happy Soul capable of the thought, he would 
weep at the proſpect. However, I have this to 
fay, if you have no Combat with Sin, and Satan 
and the World, you can have no Conqueſt—and 
if you are no Conqueror, it is but too plain you. 
are the Slave—and if a Slave of Sin, what is before 
you, but endleſs Darkneſs and Ruin ? 

What a delightful Contraſt do you behold in the 
Child of God! He prays and fights, 'tis true, while 
here; but he * forgets the things behind, and, 
reaching to thoſe before, he preſſes towards the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” And while he waits for his change, 
be readily adopts the following Song. 


* Now 


Nov let my Soul ariſe Eo 
And tread the Tempter down; | 
My Captain leads me forth 3 
To Conqueſt and a Crown, 
A feeble Saint ſhall win the Day, | 
Though Death and Hell obſtrutt the Way 
S  Shouldall the Hoſts of Death, 
And Powers of Hell unknown, | 
Put their moſt dreadful Forms 
Of Rage and Miſchief on; 
|. I ſhall be ſafe, for Chriſt diſplays 
= Superior Power and guardian Grace.” — 


May this be your faith and this your joy then . 
following your long faithful Miniſter, now entered 
into reſt, you may ſpeedily mingle your Praiſe, n 5 
1 the heights of Zion, to ſovereign Grace, to all eter- 
HH nity, Amen and Amen. "5 


5 | THE END | 
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